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THE HISTORY OF THE 


wyfe had anye inkelynge thereof : for hee was not likelye 
to fpeake it of noughte. 

But nowe to returne to the courfe of this hyftorye, 
were it that the duke of Gloucefter hadde of old fore- 
minded this conclufion, or was nowe at erfle thereunto 
moued, and putte in hope by the occafion of the tender 
age of the younge princes, his nephues ( as opportu'- 
nitye and lykelyhoode of fpede, putteth a manne in 
courage of that hee neuer entended) certayn is it that 
hee contriued theyr deftruccion, with the vfurpacion of 
the regal dignitye vppon hymfelfe. And for as muche 
as hee well wifte and holpe to mayntayn, a long continued 
grudge and hearte brennynge betwene the quenes kinred 
and the kinges blood eyther partye enuying others au- 
thoritye, he nowe thought that their deuifion fhoulde 
bee (as it was in dede) a fortherlye begynnynge to the 
purluite of his intente, and a lure ground for the foun- 
dacion of al his building yf he might firfte vnder the 
pretext of reuengynge of olde dilpleafure, abule the 
anger and ygnoraunce of the tone partie, to the deftruc- 
cion of the tother : and then Wynne to his purpofe as 
manye as he coulde : and thofe that coulde not be 
wonne, myght be lofte ere they looked therefore. • For 
of one thynge was hee certayne, that if his entente were 
perceiued, he fhold foone haue made peace beetwene the 
bothe parties, with his owne bloude. 

Kynge Edwarde in his life, albeit that this difcencion 
beetwene hys frendes fommewhat yrked hym : yet in his 
good health he fommewhat the lefte regarded it, becaufe 
hee thought whatfoeuer bu fines fhoulde falle betwene 
them, hymfelfe fhould alwaye bee liable to rule bothe 
the parties. 

But in his laft ficknefie, when hee receiued his natu rail 
ftrengthe foo fore enfebled, that hee dylpayred all re- 
couerye, then hee confyderynge the youthe of his chyl- 
dren, albeit hee nothynge lefte miftrufted then that that 
happened, yet well forfeynge that manye harmes myghte 
growe by theyr debate, whyle the youth of hys children 
fhoulde lacke difcrecion of themfelf and good counfayle, 
of their frendes, of whiche either party fhold counfayle 
for their. owne commodity and rather by pleafaunte ad- 
uyfe too Wynne themfelfe fauour, then by profitable ad- 
uertifemente to do the children good, he called fome of 
them before him that were at variaunce, and in elpecyall 
the lorde marques Dorfette the quenes fonne by her 
fyrfle houfebande, and Richarde the lorde Haftynges, 
a noble man, than lorde chaumberlayne agayne whome 
the quene fpecially grudged, for the great fauourfe the 
kyng bare hym, and alfo for that fliee thoughte hym le- 
cretelye fannlyer with the kynge in wanton coumpanye. 
Her kynred alfo bare hym fore, as well for that the 
kynge hadde made hym captayne of Calyce (whiche office 
the lorde Ryuers, brother to the quene claimed of the 
kinges former promyfe as for diuerfe other great giftes 
whiche hee receyued, that they loked for. When thefe 
lordes with diuerle other of bothe the parties were comme 
in prefence, the kynge liftinge vppe himfelfe and vnder- 
fette with pillowes, as it is reported on this wyfe fayd 
vnto them. My lordes, my dere kinfmenne and alies, 
in what plighte I lye you fee, and I feele. By whiche the 
lefte whyle I looke to lyue with you, the more depelye 
am I moued to care in what cafe I leaue you, for fuch 
as I leaue you, fuche bee my children lyke to fynde you. 
Whiche if they fhoulde (that Godde forbydde) fynde 
you at varyaunce, myght happe to fall themfelfe at warre 
ere their difcrecion woulde ferue to fette you at peace. 
Ye fe their youthe, of whiche I recken.the onely furetie 
to refte in youre concord-. For it fuffiieth not that al 
you loue them, yf eche of you hate other. If they wer 
menne, your faithfulnefie happelye woulde fuffife. But 
childehood muft be maintained by mens authoritye, and 
flipper youth vnderpropped with elder counfayle, which 
neither they can haue, but ye geue it, nor ye geue it, 
yf ye gree not. For wher eche laboureth to breake that 
the other maketh, and for hatred of ech of others par- 
fon, impugneth eche others counfayle, there muft it 
nedes bee long ere anye good conclufion goe forwarde. 
And alfo while either partye laboureth to be chiefe, 
flattery fhall haue more place then plaine and faithfull 
aduyfe, of whyche mufte needes enfue the euyll bring- 
ing vppe of the-prynee, whofe mynd in tender youth 


infe<ft, fhal redily fal to mifchief and riot, and drawe 
down with this noble realme to ruine, but if grace turn 
him to wifdom : which if God fend, then thei that by 
euill menes before pleafed him beft, fhal after fall fartheft 
out of fauour, fo that euer at length euil driftes dreue 
to nought, and good p'ain wayes profper. Great va- 
riaunce hath ther long bene betwene you, not alway f or 
great caufes. Sometime a thing right wel intended, 
our mifconftruccion turneth vnto worle or a final dif- 
pleafure done vs, eyther our owne affection or euil 
tongues agreueth. But this wote I well ye neuer had lb 
great caufe of hatred, as ye haue of loue. 1 hat we be 
al men, that we be chriften men, this fhall I leaue for 
prechers to tel you (and yet I wote nere whither any 
preachers wordes ought more to moue you, then his 
that is by and by gooying to the place that thei all 
preache of.) But this fhal I defire you to remember, 
that the one parte of you is of my bloode, the other of 
myne alies, and^eche of yow with other, eyther of kin- 
red or affinitie, whiche fpirytuall kynred of affynyty, if 
the facramentes of Chriftes churche, beare that weyghte 
with vs that woulde Godde thei did, fhoulde no lelfe 
moue vs to charitye, then the refpe&e of flelhlye con- 
fanguinitye. Oure Lorde forbydde, that you loue to- 
gether the worfe, for the felfe caufe that you ought to 
loue the better. And yet that happened!. And no 
where fynde wee fo deadlye debate, as amonge them, 
whyche by nature and lawe mofte oughte to agree toge- 
ther. Suche a peftilente ferpente is ambicion and delyre 
of vaine glorye and foueraintye, whiche amonge ftates 
where he once entreth crepeth foorth fo farre, ty II with 
deuifion and variaunce hee turneth all to mifchiefe. 
Firfte longing to be nexte the beft, aftervvarde egall 
with the befte, and at lafte chiefe and aboue the beite. 
Of which immoderate appetite of woorfhip, and thereby 
of debate and diffencion what Ioffe, what lorowe, what 
trouble hathe within thefe fewe yeares growen in this 
realme, I praye Godde as well forgeate as wee well re- 
member. 

Whiche thinges yf I coulde as well haue forefene, as 
I haue with my more payne then pleafure proued, by 
Goddes blelfed Eadie (that was euer his othe) I woulde 
neuer haue won the courtefye of mennes knees, with 
the Ioffe of foo many heades. But lithen thynges palled 
cannot be gaine called, muche oughte wee the more be- 
ware, by what occafion we haue taken foo greate hurte 
afore, that we eftefoones fall not in that occafion agayne. 
Nowe be thole griefes palfed, and all is (Godde be 
thanked) quiete, and likelie righte wel to profper in 
wealthrull peace vnder youre coleyns my children, it 
Godde fende them life and you loue. Of whyche twoo 
thinges, the lelfe lolfe wer they by whome thoughe 
Godde dydde hys pleafure, yet fhoulde the realme al- 
way finde kinges and paraduenture as good kinges. But 
yf you among youre felfe in a childes reygne fall at de- 
bate, many a good man fhall perilh and happely he to, 
and ye to, ere thys land finde peace again. Wher foie 
in thefe laft wordes that euer I looke to fpeak with you : 

I exhort you and require you al, for the loue that you 
haue euer borne to me, for the loue that l haue euer 
born to you, for the loue that our Lord beareth to vs 
all, from this time forwarde, all grieues forgotten, eche 
of you loue other. W hiche I verelye trufte you will, 
if. ye any thing earthly regard, either Godde or your 
king, affinitie or kinred, this realme, your owne coun- 
trey, Or your owne furety. And therewithal the king 
no longer endutinh to fitte vp, laide him down on his 
right fide, his face towarde them : and none was there 
prefent that coulde refrain from vveping. But the lordes 
recomlorting him with as good wordes as they o tild, 
and anfweringfor the time as thei thought to ftand with 
his plealure, there in his prefence (as by their wordes 
appered ech fcrgaue other, and ioyned their hands to- 
gether, when (as it after appeared by their dedes) their 
hearts wer far a fonder. As fone as the king was de- 
parted, the noble prince his fonne drew toward London, 
which at the time of his deceafe, kept his houfhold at 
Ludlow in Whales. Which countrey being far of from 
the law and recourfe to iuftice, was begon to be farre 
oute of good wyll and waxen wild, robbers and riuers 
walking at libertie vncorretied. And for this enchsafon 
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the prince was in the life of his father fente thither to 
the end that the authoritie of his pretence, ftou re- 
fraine euill difpofed parlons fro the boldnes ol their 
formar outera<res, to the gouernaunce and ordering oi 
thL yong prince at his lending thyther, was there ap. 
pointed Sir Antony Woduile lord Riuers and brother 
vnto the auene, a right honourable man, as vaiiaun o 
7 h.l » politike in Ad»,nri I 

vnto him other of the fame partie, and in effeT cut / 
one as he was nereft of kin vnto the quene io was 
planted next about the prince That unite Dy the quene 
not vnwifely deuifed, whereby her b oode might® of 
youth be rooted in the princes fauor, the duke ol Glou- 
cefter turned vnto their deftruccion, and vpon that 
erounde fet the foundation of all his vnhappy building. 
For whom foeuer he perceiued, either at variance with 
them, or bearing himfelf their fauor, hee brake vnto 
them, fome by mOuth, fom by writing and fecrct mef- 
fencers, that it neyther was reafon nor in any wile to be 
fuff? red, that the yong king their mafter and kin! manne, 
fhoold bee in the handes and cuftodye of his mothers 
kinred, fequeftred in maner from theyr compam andat- 
tendance, of which eueri one ought him as faithful icr- 
uice as they, and manye of them far more honorable 
part of kin then his mothers fide: whofe blood (quod 
he) failing the kinges pleafure, was fui vnmetcly to be 
matched with his : whiche nowe to be. as who fay re- 
moued from the kyng, and the lefle noble to be left 
aboute him, is (quod he) neither honorable to hys ma- 
geftie, nor vnto vs, and alfo to his grace no furety to 
haue the mightieft of his frendes from him, and vnto 
vs no little ieopardy, to fuffer our welproued euil w'lllers, 
to grow in ouergret authoritie with the prince in youth, 
namely which is lighte of beliefe and lone perfwaded. 
Ye remember I trow king Edward himfelf, albeit he 
was a manne of age and of difcrecion, yet' was he in 
manye thynges ruled by the bende, more then ftode 
either with his honour, or our proffte, or with thecom- 
moditie of any manne els, except onely the immoderate 
aduauncement of them felfe. Whiche whither they 
lorer thirfted after their owne weale, or our woe, it wer 
hard I wene to gefie. And if fome folkes frendfhip had 
not holden better place with the king, then any refpedt 
of kinred, thei might peraduenture ealily haue be 
trapped and brought to confufion fomme of vs ere this. 
Why not as eafily as they haue done fome other al- 
readye, as neere of his royal bloode as ye. But our 
Lord hath wrought his wil, and thanke'be to his grace 
that peril is pafte. Howe be it as great is growing, 
yf wee fuffer this yonge kyng in oure enemyes hande, 
whiche without his wyttyng, might abule the name of 
his commaundement, to ani of our vndoing, which 
thyng God and good prouiuon forbyd. Of which good 
prouiffon none of us hath any thing the lefle nede, for 
the late made attonemente, in whiche the kinges plea- 
fure hadde more place then the parties willes. Nor none 
of vs I beleue is fo vnwyfe, ouerfone to trufte a newe 
frende made of an olde foe, or to think that an houerly 
kindnes, fodainely contract in one houre continued, yet 
leant a fortnight, fhold be deper fetled in their fto- 
mackes : then a long accuftomed malice many yeres 
rooted. 

With thefe wordes and writynges and fuche other, 
the duke of Gloucefter fone fet a fyre, them that were 


the ende he wifte was doubtuous, and in which the kyng 
bein or on their fide, his part fhould haue the face and 
name of a rebellion : he fecretiy therefore by differs 
meanes, caufed the quene to be perfwaded and brought 
in the mynd, that it neither wer nede, and alfo fhold' be 
ieopardous, the king to come vp ftrong For where as 
nowe euery lorde loued other, and none other thing 
ftudyed vppon, but aboute the coronacion and honoure 
of the king : if the lordes of her kinred fhold afiernble 
in the kinges name muche people, thei fhould geue the 
lordes acwixte whome and them hadde bene fommetyme 
debate, to fcare and fufpecte, lefte they fhoulde gather 
thys people, not for the kynges fauegarde whome no 
manne enpugned, but for theyr deftruccion, hauying 
more regarde to their olde variaunce, then their newe ; 
attonement. For whiche caufe thei fhoulde affemble on 
the other partie muche people agayne for their defence, 
whofe power fhe wyfte wel farre itretched. And thus 
fhould all the realme fall on a rore. And of al the 
hurte that therof fhould enfue, which was likely not to 
be litle, and the moft harme there like to fal wher fhe 
left would, all the worlde woulde put her and her kin- 
red in the wyght, and fay that thei had vnwyfelye and 
vntrewlye alfo, broken the amitie and peace that the 
kyng her hufband lb prudentelye made, betwene hys 
kinne and hers in his death bed, and whiche the other 
party faithfully obferued. 

The quene being in this wife perfwaded, fuche woorde 
fente vnto her fonne, and vnto her brother being aboute 
the kynge, and ouer that the duke of Gloucefter hym- 
felfe and other lordes the chiefe of hys bende, wrote 
vnto the kynge foo reuerentelye, and to the queenes 
frendes, there foo iouyngelye, that they nothynge earthe- 
lye myftruftynge, broughte the kynge vppe in greate. 
hafte, not in good fpede, with a lober coumpanye.' 
Nowe was the king in his waye to London gone, from 
Northampton, when thefe dukes of Gloucefter and 
Buckyngharn came thither. Where remained behynd, 
the lorde Ryuers the kynges vncle, entendyng on the 
morowe to folow the kynge, and bee with hym at Stonye 
Stratford miles thence, earely or pee departed. 

So was there made that nyghte muche frendely chere 
betwene thefe dukes and the lorde Riuers a greate while. 
But incontinente after that they were oppenlye with 
greate courtefye departed, and the lorde Riuers lodged, 
the dukes fecretelye with a fewe of their mofte priuye 
frendes, fette them downe in counfayle, wherin they 
[pent a great parte of the nyght. And at their rifinge 
in the dawnyng of the day, thei lent about priuily to 
their feruantes in their innes and lodgynges about, o- e - 
uinge them commaundemente to make them felfe fliorce- 
iy readye, for their lordes wer to horfebackward. Vp- 
pon whiche meffages, manye of their folke were atten- 
dant, when manye of the lorde Riuers feruantes were 
vnreadye. Nowe hadde thefe dukes taken alfo into their 
cuftodye the kayes of the inne, that none fhoulde caffe 
foorth without theyr licence. ^ * 

And ouer this in the hyghe waye towarde Stonye 
Stratforde where the kynge laye, they hadde beeftowed 
certayne of theyr folke, that fhoulde fende backe ap-ayne 
and com pell to retoume, anye manne that were rotten 
oute of Northampton toward Stonye Stratforde^ tyll 
they fhould geue other lycencc. For as muche as the 


of themfelf ethe to kindle, and in efpeciall twayne, gence, to bee the fvrfte that fhoulde ° 5 he,re 
Edwarde duke of Buckingham, and Kicharde lorde ™ the k™ l v ,r ^ d f daye attende 

Haflinges and chaumberlayn, both men of honour and bare thev folke in x ° ute tll * c towne : thus 
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anceftrie, the tother by his office and the kinges fauor. 
Thefe two not bearing eche to other fo muche loue, as 


fide befette, neyther hys feruauntes nor hvmfelf fuffered 
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hatred bothe vnto the quenes parte: in this novnt-p nr- Lie \ a' / ^ ■*=> ** wilhouc 

corded together wyth the duke of Gloucefter, that they maner prefent with l ft n0U ,® hte » comparyng this 

wolde vtterlye amoue fro the kyno-es comuanve all his ^ L,,ls ad ni S' ltes chere, in fo fe 1 

u._ t .L.. , . companye, all his houres fo gret a chaunge marueylouflye mifiiked H 


Vpon this concluded, the duke of Gloucefter vnder- 
ftandyng, that the lordes whiche at that tyme were 
aboute the kyng, entended to bryng him vppe to his 
coronacion, accoumpanied with fuche power of theyr 
frendes, that it fhoulde bee harde for hym to bryn^e his 
purpofe to pafte, without the gathering and 


w 

vv 


the , ?«” e ,oF.thar : enemyes. be it fitheliee coulde not him 
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hyde himfelfe for 'fqme fecret feare of/ hys owne faulte 
whereof he faw no fuefi caufe in hym'felf • he dere, Jin ’ 
v P po„ the .We.ie of hi, own Jc&Yfoo 
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